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Glossary of Terms
ARAC .................Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee

BESS ..................Battery Energy Storage System 

BMS ...................Battery Management System 

ERP ....................Emergency Response Plan 

ESRG .................Energy Safety Response Group 

IESO ..................Independent Electricity System Operators 

LFP ....................Lithium iron phosphate 

NFPA ..................National Fire Protection Association 

OFS ...................Ottawa Fire Safety 

RFP ....................Request for Proposals 
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1. Introduction
Brookfield Renewable (Brookfield) in partnership with the Algonquins of Pikwàkanagàn is 
developing the South March Road Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) project (the Project) off 
Marchurst Road in the West-Carleton March Ward of the City of Ottawa in Ontario, Canada. The 
Project is a lithium iron phosphate (LFP) BESS, with a proposed nameplate capacity of 250 
megawatts for up to 4 hours. It will connect to an existing 230 kilovolt transmission line with a 
Project Development Area of approximately 6.1 hectares. A map of the Project location is provided 
in Figure 1. 

In 2023, the Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) conducted a procurement process via 
the Long-Term 1 (LT1) Request for Proposals (RFP) to secure new electricity resources. Brookfield 
responded to the need for additional electricity resources to prepare for future electricity demands 
and support a reliable grid for Ontarians by proposing the Project. The Project was awarded an 
IESO contract through this LT1 procurement process on May 9, 2024. 

Brookfield has been engaging with the community on the project since 2023. Brookfield held 
several events to share Project information with the community, including: 

 Virtual presentation with the Energy Safety Response Group (ESRG) on fire safety 
(September 25, 2024).  

 Safety workshop with ESRG (October 10, 2024).  
 Project Open House (February 23, 2025) 
 BESS Fire Safety Workshop (June 24, 2025).  

Based on requests and feedback from the community, Brookfield hosted a Community Town Hall 
on November 25, 2025, to answer questions and respond to comments from the community. 
Brookfield hired a third-party facilitator to assist with the meeting and to facilitate an open 
dialogue. This report provides a summary of the Town Hall event.  
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Figure 1: South March BESS Project Location 
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2. Notification Methods

2.1 Mail Invitation

Printed invitations were mailed to the local postal code or hand-delivered to nearby homes on 
November 11, 2025. A copy of the invitation is provided in Figure 2.  

 

Figure 2: Mail Invitation 

 

2.2 Website 

The Town Hall information was posted on the Project website 
https://www.getchargedottawa.ca/news-events on November 11, 2025 and sent via e-
mail to those who had signed up for project updates through the website.  
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2.3 Social Media

On November 11, 2025, the Town Hall information was posted on Brookfield’s social media, via 
Facebook. A copy of the post is provided in Figure 3.

Figure 3: Invitation Post from November 11, 2025
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3. Summary of Town Hall

3.1 Meeting Format

The Town Hall was held on Tuesday, November 25, 2025, at the Carp Agricultural Hall in West 
Carleton-March Ward, within the city of Ottawa. The agenda for the meeting was as follows: 

 5:30 – 6:00 p.m. – Open house period where attendees could review project information, 
via display boards, see a rendering and model unit of the facility, ask questions to members 
of the project team, and submit comment forms to provide feedback about the project. 

 6:00 – 6:15 p.m. – An overview presentation provided by Brookfield’s Carl Haeussler 
(Figure 4). 

 6:15 – 8:00 p.m. – An independently facilitated question and answer period. 

Attendees were welcomed to the Town Hall via a sign-in table. Attendees were given the option to 
provide their information via a sign-in sheet, noting whether they would like to receive future 
project correspondence. Attendees were provided a comment form, which facilitators noted was to 
provide written (via the comment form) or digital (via the website) comments, questions, or 
feedback to the project team.  
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Figure 4: Brookfield Representative presenting at the Town Hall 

 

3.2 Attendance 

120 individuals attended the Town Hall, with many participating in the open house, the 
presentation, and the question-and-answer portion of the evening. Attendees comprised primarily 
of members of the community, adjacent property owners, as well as a local city councillor and 
members of local interest groups (Figure 5). 
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Figure 5: Community members attending the Town Hall 

3.3 Brookfield Renewable Representatives 

Brookfield brought diverse technical experts to answer questions during both the open house and 
the facilitated question-and-answer period. The following individuals attended the meeting and 
were available to discuss the project and answer questions: 

 Carl Haeussler, Director of Project Development (Brookfield Renewable) 
 Geoff Wright, Senior Vice President of Development (Brookfield Renewable) 
 Mark Whelan, Community Engagement Lead (Brookfield Renewable) 
 Francis Marquez, Project Manager (Brookfield Renewable) 
 Vincent Brunelle, Civil Engineer (BBA) 
 Ken Little, Vice President of Development (Brookfield Renewable) 
 Alex Lawson, Project Manager (Brookfield Renewable) 
 Leland Chumik, Project Engineer (Brookfield Renewable) 
 Mackenzie Houston, Director (Syntax Strategic) 
 Trion Clarke, Senior Environmental Scientist (Stantec) 
 Molly Smith, Senior Planner (Stantec) 
 Paul Brown, Consultant & Retired Firefighter (Energy Safety Response Group) 
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3.4 Facilitation Team 

The meeting was independently facilitated by Avaanz.  The following individuals led the facilitation 
and reporting for the meeting:  

 Mark van der Woerd, Meeting Facilitator 
 Irene Davies, Facilitation Support & Meeting Reporting 
 Lisa Glutting, Facilitation Support 

3.5 Materials 

3.5.1 Display Panels and Video

Brookfield prepared a diverse set of display panels and educational videos, which were arranged 
around the venue and contained key information about the Project, as well as rendered images of 
the Project. The display panels used at the meeting are included in Appendix A, and the videos can 
be found online via Brookfield’s project website - Home | Get Charged Ottawa. 

3.5.2 Model 

Brookfield had a 3D model of a BESS unit, allowing the community to see a visual representation 
of what a single BESS unit looks like during the open house portion of the evening. This model 
gave a visual representation that aided the community in asking specific questions, as well as 
allowed Brookfield team members to answer questions with a visual component. 

3.5.3 PowerPoint Presentation 

A presentation was given by Brookfield to provide an overview of who Brookfield is, and the 
Project, and to provide an update on progress since the last public engagement. The presentation 
was a preamble to the question-and-answer period. A copy of the presentation is provided in 
Appendix B. 

3.5.4 Comment Forms 

A blank copy of the comment form is included in Appendix C. Five comment forms were submitted 
at the meeting, which are also included in Appendix C. 
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5. Next Steps 
Brookfield is committed to continuing to engage with stakeholders as the Project advances. The 
proposed project is currently in the development stage, where applications and studies are being 
submitted to the City of Ottawa to ensure the project is built safely and sustainably. Figure  shows 
the Project development process. Construction is expected to start in Q2 of 2026, with a 
commercial operation date expected in Q3 of 2027. 

Figure 6: Project Development Process 

 

Engagement will continue throughout these phases to provide additional opportunities for 
Indigenous communities, landowners, and stakeholders to participate in the development of the 
Project.  

Brookfield is dedicated to developing the Project with respect for the local community and the 
environment. Brookfield is available to discuss any questions and will ensure that the feedback 
received is considered. Please feel free to contact Brookfield’s project team at 
info@GetChargedOttawa.ca. For further information about the Project, visit 
https://www.getchargedottawa.ca/.


























































